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To the Reader. 


Left our of Fiat, Lux four of my longeſt Para- 
' graffe, leſt the book ſhould be made thereby to 
ſwell into too a great bulk,;which,if heaven had 
favoured another Edition , 1 would have had in- 
ſerted yet ſo, that the four titles of Item being 
removed, the number of Paragraffs might be ftill 


the ſame. Theſe were Infallibility , Manhn, 


Confeſſion , Indulgence. ' The firſt of theſe, 
moved by continual importunity of ſome friends, 
T here make publik: and ſay no more for it but 
only this ; that although it nalk_alone,_yet is it þ 
: } m book}. not gr all atig- 
mented, \ubr levy 41es alrerid, þ Mm only at 
Peace and 4 right underſtanding with the ſelf 
ſame ſpirit. If it muſt be ſeen, God ſpeed it. 1 
- am the more willing to let it appear, becaus In- 
fallibility is 4 great Cardinal Point of Religion, 
_ and yet it u, 1 think , utterly miſtaken. At leaſt y 
if one fide oppoſe what they ought not , the other 
defends what they need not ; and if the one be ill, 
the other is I am ſure not good... And ſo it proves 
#0 be bellum ex utraque parte injuſtum. 
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. nefſes within her ſelf, even to the utmoſt con- 


| fallible prote&ion of his Church; both in in 


oppolitions, iticumbrances and*troubles from 1 


| They firmly. beleey , what ' Goſpel has toſ& 


4 


\% Fj Badly. 


W - Found with my conrerſation - wk chem; 
Y” where eyer"F came, that nothing 'was 
Mc more fixedly rooted in the hearrs of Ro- 
man Catholiks, than a beleef of Godsin- 


deficiency andtruth,amongſt the various bottr 
without, andtemprations, darkneſs and weaks" 


fummarion of 'the world. ' This, com 'what 
will corn, fills their hearts with refig nation? - 
patience, faith and'conſtancy offallvccafi ohs: 


ws char che myſtical body 6f f Chriſt half 
indeed be made. conformable t6 her 'divihe” - 
head,now and thenaftlited, perſecuted, fcotir- 
ged, mortified ;' but that 'again it ſhall incet- 
- Prdary' cs be honoured; in peace and glori- 
ous: ſo likewiſe, that ir ſhall neyer either ſo 
totter:by'its:own: weakneſs, orlye ſo heavily 
opprelt by any. perſecution , -Sut-that it ſhall 
recover andſtand upright; by che'power of his 
{pirit, whois reſurre&ion and life, © | 
"IP! | Jewes: before her'tace ;- the: Pagans 
; A 2 round 


C2) 
round about her, nay Her 


her ſides, ſhalt all-of rhem Exalt 


etifks that 89 Pur off 
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tiohs and crrours, againſt-this holy and- im- 
maculate ſpous of divine Wiſdom : But, as ſhe 
ſhall not through-her own frailty , ſo neither 
can ſhe by any forrein violence be conſtrained, 
either to ſubmic to errours, or fink under op- 
ofition ; being ftrengthned-and guided from 
Ranch, agaipſtbock icrinſol. meaknck ol 
Exteriour violence , by the. wiſdom, love and 
power of him, ' who being himſelf- almighty, 
all goodneſs, and all truth , promiſed ever: to 
remain in ſpiric'wich her, ro condu@t her in all 
truth, and ſapport her, ſo long as the world 
ST. 2. 5--257 SET 
. Andthis great prerogative and endowment 
of the Chureh of Chriſt, - ſo peculiarly hers, 
hat no ſtate or polity upon earth: beſides her 
elf did eyer look for it, or ſo much as think 
of it, is called Infallibility : a blefling of hea- 
yen {o excellent and glorious, that it renders 
he Church renowned and venerable, aboye all 
ocieties. that are found amongſt the ſors of 
men ; ſo ratified and conſtantly maintained in 
811 ages, in deſpight of all/power of darkneſs, 
tbatall nations -haye ſtood abaſke at'it ; ſo fin- 
gularly comfortable to her.:children, and 
Prghtful co her enemies, that theſe having -by: 
long aQiye oppoſition even tired themſelves, 
have at Jengrh in much amaſement and: reve- 
Ince 


- 
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rence acknowledged her majeſty ; the other 
ſo-aknowledged it, that by no paſſive oppoſi- 
tion they could eyer be tired. Si'deus nobrſcum 
quis contra nos, is the great word and ftrengrh' 
and comfort, which renders Catholiks invin- 
' cible.”-Chriſt bach promiſed ſo'to prote& and 
| onde his Charch, that the very poees of hell” 
 ſhathnorprevail againſt her,Chiiſt is God,God 
is :infallibly: true, and nofhins can refiſt him, 
therfor the Church ſhall be infallibly proceed; 
' Fhis is' their argument, which he that can 
ſolve, muſt be fubtiller chan the Devil. 

1 communed with vulgar people innumera- 
ble, and many.grave judicious men that walked 
inaresion above the valgar. And when F had 

4 don that, I peraſed anttent doQours, hiſtori- 
| ans; ſpiritual men'and divines of all ages, as 
many as I could meet with. And I perceiyed 
that they all believed and-gloried in this privi- 
leds of Infallibility promiſed to the Chriſtian 
Church, Ir is the” ſenſe of their underſtand- 

ings, and joy'of their hearts. -By it they are 

quickned to & lively perſeyerance in their 
faith, and remain together in-one flock, with 
all unanimity and” peace. They live , they 
move, they dy by ſtrength of this belief, inthe' 
| boſorn of thar'Catholik Church, from which 
| neither life nor death, neither” principallicies 

\ | / © nor powers, neither things preſent nor things. 
_ $o\com, can eyer remove them,” It pod 
OL ' them 


them, why- they believe he goſpel to be true; 
why they. acknowleds their owh ſouls imorta- 


lity, why the' reſurre&ion or any world to 


com, why the real preſence, or power of ab-. 
ſolution and baptiſm, notwithſtandins-ſo ma- 
ny reaſons and arguments asainſt it ? they an-” 
ſwer preſently, The Church, whom by 7 Gods 


bleihng they have beleeved and adore unto, 


hach cold them ſo,; Chriſt faid he would con- 
du his Church in all rruth ; and *cis likely: 
enough.ieven to. reaſon , hat being-God he 
ſhould ſo preſery his own Church, which he. 


planted and watered with his blood. And if 


rhis ſhould not be true, all is ata loſs; at.as' 
great a loſs, as if Chriſt had neyer appeared 
amongſt us : fich this way cannot fail,all others. 
do ; even the words of holy. goſpel itſelf are 


by voluntary interpretations eluded, and made 


to ſpeak what: every man pleaſes; and conf1- 
derins the frailties and darknes of mans nn- 
derſtanding , they judg ic more rationall-ro- 
live by faith, than dy in incredulity ; to follow. 
that authentick, and-moſt ſolemn guide,which- 
' in the beſt:realon we can uſe can never miſ-' 
lead us, than any private ſpirit. of. our own, 
which we fandeven in.ordinary affairs, to.de-! 


Iyde- us ſo.groſly, that. we are-aſhamed conti-: 
nually even of our own miſtakestherin.. _ | 
And truly, if the Church be not infallibly : 


euided by ſom {uperiour hand in, the truths of; 


religion, 
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*teligion, thiree great and inſupportable incon- 
veniences would follow. Firſt char Chriſt hach 
-n6-more-influetice upon his facred policy to 
\Þteſery it, than liave Numas'Draco or 'Lycurghs 
| -being dead -ypon the civit and-ceremoniois 
: polities, which themſelyes founded while'chey 
:lived;; and confequenrly 'Chriſt;muſt boch"be 
thought: as meet'a man'as chey;;and his Cluirch 
<inaſt onelz-ſand, till revolution'of rime'has 
put a period to it , evenias/it/hath done ito 
 *their and 'ocher ſuck like:: policies and ſkates. 
_ Secondly Chriſt ſhould: haye been unjaft;; if 
hisChiret wete-not ſecured from errours;'ih 
*obliging alt inenito an-univerſaband- indiſpen- 
"Table obedience co her ditates::' For if he 
 *not ſo- preſery@'her, char ſhe” ſhall not miſlead 
:of be-mifled; ther icanbe nojuſtreaſon ,; why 
-any one ſhould/be looked uponi as a reprobacs, 
-6r (as; ont Lord himſelf ſpeaks). as a hearhen 
' | { <and-publican; | becauſe he :does' not hear'a 
{ -Chuarch; whoſe voice may be 1crroneous;, rand 
_ the e doftrin ſhe e propounds a falſhood. .- Nor 1s 
| Hwtenoughroſay; that the Church may: oblige, 
As other-ſtates 4 co x ſubmiſſion _ obedi- 
ence, thoiiply:the be nor infallibly crue 7 I-fay 
| his ſuffices not. For ſhe'obliges; nor onelyto 
*# negative ſubmifſion,; obedience, or non-re+. 
E- Hiſtance,! burto's poſitive: bekef; which alſ6 
\ | 4s foftated, whenioncea'decifienis'made; that 
Ln inco-the belcef and 'pratis of Chriſt. 


ans, 
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ans, from generation to generation. Thirdly 
;becauſe thishinge of Infallibility;being , once 
| Joofed, nckbings cad hang firms: The. wo 
-tion, reſurre&tin, aſcenſion of 'Chriſt ,,- 
-heaven: it ſelf. may be'thought. haply xg 4 
only ſom figur or; moral trope;'the ſacraments 
aimyſtery of:;pomp, Gods proyidence and our 
Dwn' fouls imortality a: philpſphicall conceit, 
aay religion-ivſelf-a pious rand and the diltſe 
Gut another Alcorn, 2 60s 5 ou 
;The- trurh-\then-is this; Jaſw the great 
| eſpttns of his holy.Cluirch; when he was ta de- 
patt hence tothe glory of-his cretnal father, 
"Rack whomihe had iſſted in all.eternity, as his 
Ttional Word-and wiſdom, powred: outthe 


could poibly; ifflue from ſomugh goodael 
power, at hs;laft;adiew. - Ampngſt the reſt, 
this was one ;\ that; he: wouldbs tver preſenc 
with the Charch his virgin; ſpous.z /borh-co 
comfort. herin->the adverſities that: ſhould: be- 
fali-ker, as neeeflary co makeherconforma 

ts; the heifringad?! ber Lord and; head, and 
dire& her. alſo in:all truch fot ever:,. againſt 
bock the weakht& of frail natur;-atid oppoſt- 
cons either: of ertour or erttlty;» So that ſhe 


hitn, by vertuzdt the:care and;gtydanee of his 
good: foiricginhzch bop the link-of charity ſhould 
te hr inlepatbly $0 hbmſelf, Thigis hiepre 


greateſt cotaforts and ſweeteſt promiſes, ms 


fhould never either fail or forfeic; her faith in 


trurhs once receſyed , eyen uneilf, thefeegii 
coming of her Lord. And this is this Iyfall 
bility which Catholiks beleey and ralk*of'; ayd 


93 .-. 


mis. which he had alſo oftentime infinuarel 


afore. ' The' places in Goſpell ite ſo' wef 
known, I'need not tite them. * And hereopon 


the Church bele&ys het ſelf r6' he by the faie 


God ſo  jnſallibh proteded , thar ſhe {hall 
boner tener her Ron eoE s 
fecond 


thoſe who, the eaſier tq ſuperindyce a 


is b 

; 4effctiariva to their own liking, teach ns, that 
The' Church hath for many ages failed ypon 
earth ; and tainted her ſelf with errours, uns 
chriſtianly oppoſed. RS nt 


But our Proteſtant Diyines whenthey com 


to oppugne this Infallibiity of the Catholik 
 Church,ſpeak fo altogether beſides the purpos, 


as they do almoſt in all other things, rhar a 
man, if he be not acquainted aforehand with 


the Philoſophical Schools that be. in Carho- 


lik countries, whoſe concluſions and refiilcs 
theſe men.do oppoſe as parcels of Chriſtian 
faith, would wonder what they mean or what 
they would have, Andir may be, ſom of thoſe 
who defend Catholik.faith in England or other 


countries, may by their own inconfideration 
Siye the occaſion, Whilſt infiſting, cog much 


upon their Philoſophical di&ars, rhey labour 
with too great earneſtneſs ro maintain ſom- 
times even that, which is indeed not any faith 
os B Ks 
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of Jeſus Chriſt, delivered us by any goſpel, 


tradicion or councel, bur. the meer-diftats of 
their Gamaliel , at whoſe feet they haye fat 


- for ſom years, to hear, diſpute and reply , for 


exerciſe and ſharpening of their wits. 
The Infallibility I have ſpoken of, | 


os fixed in God aboye , and fermina- 
n. 


tedupdn his Church by his ſupreme goodnes 


infallibly prote&ed, is a great article of Chri- 


ſtign faith, acknowledged and farmly beleeved 
in all times and places of Chriſtianity.Bur over 
and aboye this, whether ther be another 1nfal- 
libilty ſeated in the Churches breaſt, as ſome 
ſupernatural quality impreſt by divine grace 
and power ; and if ther ſhould be any fuch 


quality, whether it be impreſt in all the whole 
zeneral councel , who fit to ſteer the ſhip of 


the Church, purpoſely met together for help in 
ſom exttaordinary tempeſt , or onely in the 
chief paſtour and pilot: this if a man. com 


once t0 ask , he finds all antiquity to be mute, | 
and the hearts of all former Chriſtians, utter- 


ly unacquainted with that philoſophical ſub- 
tility , wherein faith is utterly unconcerned. 
Bur if any ſuch curious inquirer ſhall go up 


 toche ſchools in catholick kingdoms, there 


he oy hear the queſtion ; which being be- 
ſides faith belongs only unto them, nimbly 
agitated , diſcuſſed, and reſolyed pro and 
con, here one way, there another, Som will 


there 
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- 


- there hold ; that 7 af, altibility cannot be inhe- 


rent in all perfons , but only in the chief pa- 
ſtour, in order to the dire&ion of the reſt ; 


| Another, that ir is only in the body of an au- 


thentick general councel, over whom that pa- 


tour prefides as head. Bur a- third ſort of di- 


vines there be , who unwilling in explication 
of faith to ſtray too far from it, deny any ſuch 
accident or quality at all, and think it neither a 
ſafe nor prudent way too peremptorily to 
maintain it, leſt that ſhould in time be miſta- 
ken for fairh, which iFhaply inconſiſtent with 
true philoſophy., And I am of that mind too. 
For what if it ſhould happen , that ther be 
no ſuch thing in nature as real accidents : a ve- 
ry probable philoſophy , and one of the emi- 
nenteſt in the world, teaches ther be none. 
Surely then Chriftian faith linked to a con- 
trary philoſophy, if it ſhould prove fals , mult 
needs ſuffer prejudice. But if ther be acci- 
dents, what if ſuch an accident or quality be 
proved incompatible to humane condition,nay 
co any created being,who is out of the ſtate of 
beatifical confirmation : Might not all Chri- 
ſtianity then be: ſuſpe&ed , if ever any ſuch 
quality ſhould com to be aſlerted as part of it. 
And indeed it is already moſt unwarily main- 
tained by ſom writers of this age,even among(t 
thearticles of Religion : and with ſo much 
indiſtinQion , that an ordinary reader would 
B 2 verily 
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verily think it to be ſom part of faith.. What if . 
the Pape himſelf be prayed by ſeveral experi- | 


fnents,to be as liable oth 0 fallibiliry and {1n, 
4s other meti. Afid the. altercations and feuds 


that be in councels , how can they be concei- 


ved to ſtand with an intrinfical mfallibility in 
their diQtarnens. Such an infallbility as is intrin- 
ſveal and perſonal,heither doubts,nor diſputes, 
nor wrangles, nor denturrs, nor needs any: an- 


"% 


x100s inquiſitions. Fa NL 

' | That one Infallibility, which is inherently 
Hxed in God above, amd objectively termina- 
ted upon his Church by his goodnes infallibly 
Suided, which all che Chriſtiin world , by: te- 
niour of Sober ane lively tradition hath eyer 
beleeved,and rio philoſophy is able co confute, 
is as efficacious to the preſervation of the 
Church of God, both in her truth and inde- 
ficiency, as any created perſonal infallibility 
can be, And tours 
infallibility amongſt the articles of Chriſtian 
faith, is to expoſe religion to needles and un- 


 anſwerable dotibts , and indeed not to defend 


faich, but opinion. The Infallibility which an- 
cient Chriſtians beleeved,and only thought of, 
15 not intrinſecal bur extrinſecal, adherent and 
objeQive, not ſabjeQive and inherent in the 
Charch. It is Gods aQtive guidance care and 
providence over his Church,which is his ſpous, 
and, (as St, Paw! phraſes it) his own myſtick 
body, 


further a perſonal created 
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body, paſſively.led ; conduted and guided-by 


And to defend any other Infallibiliry, whicl 


- #& 


it 
ſhould be intrinfical and inherent either im 
the Pope or any other man or-men, ' amonpſh 
the articles of faith, however it may paſs well 
enough in Academies of Philoſophy; is. that L 


- 


may. ſpeak but ſparingly , an unadvifed actions 


By. this means that which is. faith indeed-ig 
quite negleQed, and the Lady left forlorn, the 
handmaid is defended in her miſtreſſes clothes. 


Andyet ſhe cannot be defended neither:and ſo 


bothare loſt. For how can any'one be able ts 
perſwade an alien orunbeleeyer, that any min 


or-men can be-men,and yet intrinſecally infallis 


ble.Is nor Infall#ility as high an impreſs,and as 
far beyond mans nature, as Impeccability 2' Can 
God make a nature impeccable : or does Chris 
ſtian faith teach us, that any grace of God ren- 
ders meer man ſo impeccable , that he ſhould 


never do amiſs. And what is that yertue, that 


ſhall render any ſo infallible in this or that af+ 
fair,chat he ſhall not judge amiſs. Som would 
chink, that an Intelle& infallible, might com 
in time, to make the will impeccable ; and that 
an Tnfallibility in the higheſt things, might by 


degrees introduce an inerrability in others, if 


it were once intrinſecally implanted in the ſpi- 
rit of a creatur, For there is no contrary 
quality to aboliſh that, divine impreſſion, nor 


any 
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any thing to be aſſigned which may obſtrut its 
influence. If my eye were once'intrinſecally 


fo eleyated , that it could difcern the inhabi- 
- tants of the moon, if there be any there ? ſure-' 


ly I ſhould be enabled by the ſame light , to 
perceiy many things upon the ſurface of the 
earth, and perhaps within it too, which now 


ly hid. When ſhould this light of Infallibility - 


be imprinted ? this ſurely is worthy of conft- 
deration. Who perceivs any ſuch thing with- 
in himſelf? or is it rather imperceivable : fo 
that a man ſhall ſee infallibly, and not diſcern 
it. But how long doth this Infallibility laſt ? 
all the liſe time of thoſe that once have it? or 
only for ſom ſmall time, and then withdrawn 
again, haply when the conncel is. ended, and 
the doors ſhut up; as the raies of the ſun then 
vaniſh, when the caſement is interpoſed. 

This piece of Philoſophy may ſery well 
enough, as I haye ſaid, in an Academy of 
wits, as apt there to goſiip withalzas any other 
theorem of reaſon. Bur ſhall Chriſtianity be 


therfor expoſed to derifion, and ſuffer infamy 


under the mask of this Philoſophy, which is by 


ſome men unadviſedly obtraded upon the 


world in her name. Muſt Chriſtians be bound 
to defend every extrayagancy of a Pope , or 


every diſorder of a councel? He that infalli-- 


bly guides the Church , can work good eyen 
out of theſe evils, and bring all to a happy end. 
f Bur 
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But if the Church be. once thought-infallibly 
ro-guide her ſelf, then ſurely. by ſuch proceed- 
ings of men would the beleef of her. infallibi- 
liry be ſoon annulled. In the. mean time che 
enemies of. catholik faith exult and triumph in 
the advantage, that is given her adverſaries by 
the. very defence of it. They. neyer write 
now adayes againſt the true 1nfallibility, which 
cannot rationally be oppoſed, bur only againſt 
this forged one, which no faith has delivered, 
nor can any reaſon make good. And unwary 
cathdlik writers labour, ſom of them, the true 

Infallibility quite negleQed, to defend only the 
philoſophical onezto the ſcandal and prejudice 
of the other. . . 

How this infallible prote&ion of God and 
preſervation of his Church may be rationally 
beleeved, notwithſtanding the.frailty and mu- 
rability of mans natur, the various oppoſition 
of ſo potent- adyerſaries, and the exemplary 


change, deſolation and ruin of ſ9 many good- 


ly fates and renowned empires of the world, 
which once flouriſhed in all amplicude and 
glory, and are now either at an end or in their 
utmoſt decline, eſpecially fich the Chriſtian 
Church harh. her ebbs and flowes as well as 
they, will not be ditflicil co declare, upon one 
ſuppoſal, which none that bear the name. of 
Chriſtian, will now deny me : and char is only 
this, That Chriſt s God, For if he hath 'S 
| miſe 
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miſed infallibly to ſecure his Church , and be 
himſelf -God , the 'cannot” but make-it good. 
And that he hath | promiſed 'it, is as eyident/as 
goſpel can make ic But if the goſpel be nor 
ws ng diſpute 1 is at an end, and Faith and 
C 


\ | « +1 
2:Te' might ſeem a work of 'more labour to 
how , how this extrinſecal Tnfallibiliry m 
ſiffice for the Churches conſervation, FR 
mah upon whom it works,remains intrinſecatly 
mucable, and (till liable both to natural wx 
moral failings. If the Pope and councel be 
not perſonally elevated by ſom ſupernatural 
indowment, why may they not either by frail- 
ty or conſpiracy, teach errour, upon ſo many 
diſtracting circamſtances as may occurr. And 
why may nor one part of the Church fail as 
well as another , and conſequently all fail at 
lafſt- Bur of this difficulty T make not much 
trouble, as I ſhall ſhow by a familiar example. 
Put caſe that God by ſom manifeſt appear- 
ing fisn ſhould make me know, that although 
the land were all peſtered with theevs , who 
murder all they meet, yet that I might travel 
notwithſtanding and walk abroad confidently, 
for that none of them, of any other upon 
earth, ſhould ever hurt , moleſt or. rob me all 
the dayes of my life. In this caſe and condi- 
tion, alchough God ſhould give me no internal 
FMOEERErY foreſight; bur leay me wholly to 
= my 


"1 
; 


” Ll 


(15) 
hy ſelf as I was before, yet would ty prefer- 


- vation be as cert#i,/45 it I ttiy ſelf by my own 


perſonal infrght' through all events, cyaferred 


upon me extraorditatily , ſhould provide for 
my own ſafety. | I might chatice' to walk or 
trayel by ahedg, where cheeys lay '0n purpos 
to tob and kill, yet might they by a luindred 
wayes be diverted from that thought of work, 


through his providence that watches over te, 


} 


while I paſſed by in ſafery. They rtiighr be 


weary of watching and withdraw to ſort re- 
freſhttient or paſtirhe; or fall into a ſlamber, or 


_ be ina ſerious diſcours, or moyed at the ſiphe 


this-be as £00d, as certain, and as infallible, as 


of me, eithet think ir pirty or not worth the 
ſabotir to trouble me, &c. ' And would not 


any care I could take of my ſelf; though neyer 
fo thnch ineftable in my own ſpiric { I trow 


( 


:t-would , and' perhaps more, No light or 
Foreſight thacithay poftibly be in man, can ren- 


der him (© fecitre; as fach a ſhadow of the al- 


mighties protection. 


k 
.* 


s;"Þ 


Ld 


o 
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” 

« 
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And thus likewiſe ſhall Gods infafſible pro- 


yidenee oyer his Church, wherof hinifetf hath 


| rogt=r fall affirance; keep her as ſafe both 
from deficiency and errour, though the remain. 
inctiffecatly undltered upon that account, as 


__ ſhtely andas wiiverfally, as if choſe chat guid- 
j "efhis Chireh tinder him wer£inttinſecally ex- 
ated to 4 perſonal infallibility. Upon the. 
SLE C apoltaly 
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epolal of 'one man or nation from the ea- - 
Ee! 


lik body , another by that ſupreme proyi- 


. dence may.come in and ſubmit to it : and more 


glory may accrew by this acceſs , .than was 
dammage concrated by the:others fall. Coun- 
cels may differ, fall out and wtangle, and for 


ſome ſpace- exalt opinions or wayes, that are 


not conſonant to God z yet the watchful pro- 
vidence that hovers over that abyſs of waters, 
can, and if he hath ſo promiſed, will by wayes 
beſt known to himſelf, which be infinite and 


' not to be diyed into by man, even out of that 


dark confuſion bring forth light : ſo that all 
things ſhall work at length to the good of 
Gods Church , which he hath fo graciouſly 
promiſed to preſery. God may indeed uſe fom 


 intrinſecal motion in the hearts of ſom one or 


more, as he ſhall beſt pleas, who is inthe mid(t 
of ſuch as are in his name gathered together 


for the caus of truth and unity; but this is ra- 


cher Chriſt himſelf than any quality of his ; 
rather an a&ual concours than habitual im- 


preſs, and not tied to any one; but diftribured 
. at his pleaſur, who out of the mouths of babes 


and infants , perfe&ts ſomtimes his own will 
and prais. - RT ons ck 
This Infallibility then of Chriſts Church is 


extrinſecal and reſident in God, who infa!lt ly 
 kezps and proteas his flock, and not' intrinſe- | 
cally inherent in any one man or men: and.yet 


is 
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- isthe Church as ſecure, as if ſhe were infallible 


by the force of. her own unerring a&. This is 
faith, and beleeyed by all catholik Chriſtians; 
& no parcel of uncertain Philoſophy,nde.liable | 
to the many diſficulties that overwhelm char' 
other philoſophical opinion, which may pro-' * 


bably be fals: I am ſure it is no faith, nor any. 


teaſt particle of religion. Our Lord promiſed 


infallib - bor prote& his Church: but he never 


promiſed to make anyman infallivle init,or per- 


; Gonglly inerrable in his judgment. And a Chit- 


ſtian-may with as much joy 7 and ſecurity follow 
his guides and paſtours, whom God hath afſu- 
red him he will ſo condu& in all truth, that 
they ſhall not miſlzad his flock ; as if the ſame 

paſtours direC&ed and led their ſheep by their 
own perſonal intrinfick foreſight, Gets 
and knawledg,withont any ſuch condudt. And 
che Pope and councel may as full and truly he 
tooked upon as an unerring guide, by yertug 
of this exteriour -providence , watching over 
his:Church in all thoſe wayes he hath preſcri- 
bed them- to uſe, as either he or they could be 
fo eſteetned for ay intrinſecal infallibility, if 
any ſach were poſlible. 

And thus the Pope is ſaid indeed to be infal- 
lible, when he ſpeaks ex cathedrg.,.that is to 
fay,4n conſeſſu ſeniorum & presbjterorum ectle-' 
ſe, in'a general councel aſſembled together 
"Wi ihe &quietnes of the Church, Ups" 
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either- by hereſ1e or other. oppoſition; Har 


the ſtern of that ſhip, to guide it with choſe. 
viſible pilotsin its righs way: And the Pope 
andcouncels and all their decrees eſteemed. fo. 
infallible and ſure, that from the decifion of 
i an aſſembly is no appeal ; but he is laok- 
C 


d. upon, that will not acquieſce thereynto, as 


= F 


a publicap and heathen, And that this way 


P . 
vo 
. 


in ſuch caſes to be uſed, is nor onely manifeſt 


= 
o 
» 


thirteen hundred years, wherin counſels have 
been. rooteeplly allembled in the Carholik 
world upon fuch occaſions, eighteen general 
Qnes, and” more than a hundred national and 
grovineial in ſeveral places, but by the very 
pradtis of: the apoſtles while they remained to- 

ether in, Pale. where our book of Apoſto« 
ical As ſpeak of no leſs than fix or ſeven ſe- 
veral. Detngs of theirs in, chat liccle ſpace.apd 


by tbe proecedings of the Church, theſe laſt 


_ on the-riſing. of -fom. extraordinary tempeſt _ 


and ryethod-was chatked out by. Feſas himſelf 


\ 


for aught I Know they might convene many | 
times feaven, Wheras others that are' nor. 


catholik dare nor call a councel , though ther 
be never ſo.much divifion. amongſt them, nor 


beleeving in their heart that, Jeſus Chriſt is a- 
mongſt them to-bring them to uniry, and aſſu- 


redly knowing that none will yield to another, 
and thatrher is no. power in ay ſuch conyen- - 
tion to oblige them. | 


Theſe 


) 

| 

| 

_— 
| 

| 

| 
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Theſe few words of mine , which I think 
are plain enonugh-expreſt, may ſaflice to anſwer 


many hundred: pamphlets, books and papers, 
written againſt this ſubje@ of the Churches 
Infallibility, which I ſee none of them, who 
write againſt it, fom in proſe and ſom 1n vers, 
do themſelves ſo much as underſtand. Nor 
can they have, if it be but rightly underſtood, 


any one word to ſay againſt it, unleſs they will 


deny the goſpel. th x0 

\T his Prin point of the Church' and 
' councels Infallibility I find it learnedly ſtared, 
_ reſolved and confirmed,by Franciſcus a S.Clara, 
a. learned divive amongſt Carholiks , who 
_ though he be a very great School-man, yer in 


his uſual diſcretion he ever warilydiſtinguiſhes, 
when time requires, true Chriſtian faith from 


Opinions of ſcholaſtick theology. In his Syſte+ 


ma. Fidei he thus ſpeaks. 
 » Supponendum primo non poſſe probari a priori 


ſalicet 4 cauſis intrinſecis, &'c. © Firft, ſaith 


« he, we muſt know and ſuppoſe, that coun- 


« cels cannot &priori, or from cauſes intrinſe- 


&«cal, be proved to be infallible, either from 
«<< the matteror form of councels ; as man by 
« his form ts ſaid to. be rifible ; from matter 
« corruptible, 'The matrer -or: material parr 
<« of conncels is only ſo many: men met toge» 


 « fallible, and [in their jadginents defeBtible; 


&« T his 
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&'This needs no. proof 2: for- the very nature . 
«of man demonltrares'ic, © Neither can their - 
£« concours unto any one-place render them iin- 
« erradle: for'the place can neither ſanEify 
<«-nor confirm infaith,” Nor can:any argument - 


< of -1ncrinfick: infallibility be .deduced from- 
«the form 'or-formall part of the councel!, 


<« which -is their” gathering together in the / 
< name of: Chriſt; For” ſuppoſing, thar ſuch - 
& a divine form of Chriſts afliſting' power be - 
<reallyamongſt them,'yet can they not ther- 
« for gain an intrinſick infallibility; - For a  * 
&form.takes not. away. the ignobility of the - 
«matter; for that were not to inform but de-- 
&F-ſtroy it: and while the matter is corruptible, 
«though the form be-otherwile, yet the com- 
& pound arifing:of both, muſt be corruptible - 
« £00, as it is.in man. 'So that whilſt men are” 
<« men, however they be elevated by their be-: 
< iti: aſſembled *in the name of Chriſt; they 
«will ever be fallible, intrinſically fallible. 
< Hercupon all-diyines teach that God cannot * 
< make man {imply and abſolutely impeccable 
Conn - 5d: lis: 00400 IND £5 , 
v$We miſt-know and ſuppoſe /fecondly,that* 
<alkhough:the verthe of Chriſt or, which is 
<rhbe ſame thing, Chriſt himſeit or God do' 
<{pecially concurr with men conciliarty con-" 
<(\sregated, by cwayef an efficient caus; yer 
«< arp: they not: therfor; rehdred — 
Wy, infal- - 


n m—_—_——— — —_— vw 


« infaltible unto the intended piirpos, . For the 
<« effe&and reſult of truth to be deduced, and 
«che manner- of deducing it; in this way of 
< cauſation,'mult -be determined by rhe more 
& debile and weaker caus; which if ic be finite 
<< 2nd natural, can never by. its own intrinfick 
&« power-with any concurrence reach a ſuper- 
&« natural effe& inevicably. ,This.-is evident 
« both in the concours of: God with a}l ſecond 
&« cauſes, where the effect is ever finite; not- 
< withſtanding that infinite CONCOurs, even as 
the manner of producing. is alſo finite ; and 
« alfo in concluſzons of ratiocination , which 
«being deduced from premiſes of two differing. 
« natures, do, ever follow the weaker parc : 10 
« in our caſe the ſecond caus beings defeRible, 
& 2s all men conciliarly congregated be, can- 
< not be able to deduce indefeQibly from oc- 
« cule-premiſes an infallible yerity. For every 
<« a&ion of man is defeRible, as man himſelf is 
 « intrinſically errable.- Nor can his a&ion by 
« any ſuperiour conconrs.becom -ſubſtancially 
&« alcered.. Nor is a ſupernatural concours 
<« more prevalent to a ſapernatural effe&,than 
« js the natural concours of God to a natural 
*<efte&, which we ſee wirh our. eyes not to be 
fo evenly carried on in nature, but that, not- 
« withſtanding\this natural concours ot God, 
« deviations and+ monſtrous: births do often 


« happen. . We may adde t0. all: th: Sy _ a | 
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«peneral contcel and all che whole: Catholik 
« Church, in what ſtate or condition ſoeyer it 
« be ſuppoſed upon earth, is bur till a created 
« being, and muſt therfor needs be defeRible 
«in its aRions and intrinfically fallible 
© Bur laſtly we muſt know and beleey, that 
« men conciliarly congrepated ih the name of 
« Chriſt for the guidance of his Church, of 
<« whom they are appointed oyerſeers under 
<« him, and by whom they are peculiarly affiſt- 
<« ed forthar end, ſhall never aitually erre in de- 
<« ducing neceflary rules of faith and truth, by 
< former principles received : And this by rea- 
<« ſon of divine promis made by our Lord to his 
< Church, of conduRing her in all truth, eyen 
« for ever. © But never «taally to fail, and' to 
< be intrinſically infallible are two things, This 
« then is the final determination, Thar the &er- 
« tainty of councels and the fatitnde of thar 
« certainty, is not to be gathered ſimply from 
« the natur of councels or of the Charch, bur 
« from the promis of God, which althouph ic 
&« beextrinfical, yet as far as the promis goes 
jr is moſt certain. - Thus ſpeaks that Tearn- 
ed man. b AG 
- AndI am confident this piece of catholik 
faith, ſo ſoon as it is righely underſtood; will 
be juſtified even by choſe, who have hicherto 


perſecuted and foughe againſt it, under the at= i } 


tice of a philoſophy they could not like of, 
PE FM OY baply 


. 


=. 
haply not ſo much by cheir own faulc, as theits 


© who ſpeak them faulty. For the ſimplicity of 


faith in this point, I find it generally now a- 
daies-not ſo much as heeded. But they ſpern 

the nerves and ſinewes of all: their *whole 
ixensth, in an oppoſirion and defence: of 2 
School-philoſophy. Infallibility, the perſona! 
infallibility of tlie Pope, that is all the buſines 
of diſpute : which why it is oppoſed, I can 
welt enough underſtand;the opinton is enough 
improbable, and welcom to thoſe, who rejoice 


| in-any-ſcandal againſt the catholik Church 1 


bac why it ſhould be maintained, and maintai- 
ned amongſt faith, and for faith , it is not ſo 
eaſy to difcern, unles the abettors of that opi> 
nion ſhould' be refolyed to make their phito- 
ſophy-to paſs for faith, to expoſe religion to 
contempt, to keep people our-of. the Church; 
and-offend thoſe:that are within it. We know 


- what befel! thoſe men who returning from 


Canaan”, did ſ{oTaffright the Tſraclites' with 
their ſtory of great giants therezthat'none had 
any-ſonger mind to oye forward;or approctt 
that place. I fay nomore, But'we may be af« 
ſured; and by expetience hind: if 'rrue; that chis 
intrinfical Infalſibility is a giant ;/ it is ſuch 2 
bits bearschat ir affrighes people fromapprochs- 
ins4 religion, wherof they think#hat impro! 
bable do&rin to be any part. Ang many ſuch 
offenhive giants are expoſed ro the Oey nd 
wh oO cate. 


Wo] _ AN. net PO II 
a 


ot eos th 
Gon en tin ee 
”_ o 4 PEE ax + gh ' Bi, 4 ” 


(24) 


hearing of people now adayes , of purpos, 4 
man would:think, and love of ſcandal. . The 


faith is here negle&ed, which no man can ra- 
tionally oppoſe ; and in place thereof is an opi- 
nion exalted, which no man can prudently de- 
fend ; except it be in an Academy, for exerciſe 
of wit and learning, vn 

Yet by the way it may here be noted, that 
thoſe Anticatholiks, who oppugne-intrinſick 
infallibility in the Pope, maintain it in- them- 


ſelves. Their writings, their words, their ge- 


ſture bewray their heart. : They ſpeak, they 
write it all of them, that they are aſſuredly in 


the truth, they fight , and kill, and dy for. ic, 


And- no man can proſecute anothers .errour 
unto death, if he ſuſpe& his own truth.”, And 
the queſtion indeed. is not, whether cher be 
any ſuch thing.as perſonal Infallibility 3;hut, in 
whom. it is. All che whole Puritan body,:di- 


vided now-into three or four ſeQs of Presby- | 
terian, Independent, Anabaptiſt and Quaker, 


would not for their opinion , haye forfeited 
their loyalty ,. diſturbed our peace, and dep9g- 
pulated our kingdom, as lately they haye;don, 
if they had thought they might themſelyes be 
haply in an errour. Such a&tions as theſe ſut+ 
ficiently ſpeak their thoughts, Their interi- 
our conceived Infallibility ſhooted our farſt in- 


to words, as little buds. and. bloſſoms of their 
mind ; then 1nto-leayes of books and writings, ' 


and 
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, and laſtly, into the fruit of tumultnons aRi- 


ons. Firſt they ſaid, they had the truth with 
them, and pure truth , and certain truth and 
only they; then they wrote it, and condemned 
ex tripode the whole world beſides themſelyes 
of ertour ;, and laſtly by their aFions no leſs 
than thoſe of war ind bloud-ſhed they main- 
eained it,unto the death and utter ruin of their 
neighbours. And now we have enough. What 
the bud would not make out, the leaf may ; 


/ and if the leaf ſuffice not, the fruit will ſhow 


the tree to be no other than this wilding of In- 
fallibility. They are all infallible, and will 


_ not be moved ſo much as to moderation ;- ſo 


infallible. that nature civility and grace which 
ſpzak nothing ſo much as reſignation and 
peace, muſt for that infallible either truth or 
falſhood of theirs be trampled under foot, It 
1s indeed the words of Martin Luther , bur the 
thoughts of all his followers ; < I paſs not if 
« a thouſand Auſtins, a thouſand Cyprians, a 
« thouſand Harry Charches be againſt me, &c, 
« Scire volo quod in poſterum non honore hoc am- 
« plius dignabor, ut finam vel yos vel ipſos ange- 
&« [os de clo, de mea doftrina judicare. Neither 
« angels nor men ſhall judg ofm ON, bur 
« I my ſelf will be jJads Eorh of men and an- 

« cels too. And this infallibiliry of theirs muſt 
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But eruly if perſonal, Tnfallibility 'be any + 


where upon earth, it is as likely to reſide in 
him, who for ſo many. hundreds of: years;hath 
been looked upon as chief paſtonr of Chri- 
ſtianity, as in Tom Tuylour; or Samuel Smith, 


And with more reaſon may'it be acknowled- 


ged ina general councel, met together from 
the face of. the Chriſtian world to conferr 
what they had received, and decide buſineſſes 
of religion by their tradition and goſpel, than 
in any petty convention. of Presbyterians or \ 
Quakers ; and as much in the Roman. as any 
Proteſtant Church, ': And he that, judges a 


foregoing Church out of which himſelf (al- 


lied, and condemns her of errour upon this 
PEnciples that All men are lyars, as all of us 
nave don, he does in one and the ſame breath 
as much diſable his own pretended cruth, as 
diminiſh anothers, and even whilſt he is juds- 
ing condems his own cenſure, fince he is but | 
himſelf a man and a lyar that fayes ſo, If ther 
be no infallibility, let no man prefume eicher 
to exale himſelf or depreſs another, - 4 Inex- 
« cufable thou art, O man, faith good'S, Paul, 
£ who eyer thou art that Judgeſt, For in the 
TAO £200 jJudgeſt another thou -con- 
* demneſt thy ſelf, For even thou who judgeſt, 
© doeſt the ſelf-lame things, And are you 
ure, you that condemache Roman Churches j 
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infallibility, that you are your ſelf in the right:*- 


If you ſay, No; why do you then fo perem- *. | 
ptorily condemn her, If you be ſure and cer- _. + 
cain of it, then is ther an Infallibility owned, + _ 7 
at the ſame time it is oppugned. And to 
whom it ſhould more probably belong, coms 
to. be a new queſtion. They haye age , let 
them ſpeak for themſelves. = - 
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